FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Baltimore’s High Zero Festival celebrates 5th Anniversary
on September 4 th -7th 2003 at Theatre Project

Bringing highly imaginative and spontaneous music to 
Baltimore and the world
Voted “Best Music Festival” in 2002 by Baltimore Magazine, and “Best New Cultural Event” in 2000 by The City Paper, Baltimore’s High Zero Festival is one of the worlds most unusual—and surprisingly, popular—new music events. Since it’s inception in 1999, the international festival, focused on eccentric avant-garde music, has brought critical praise nationally and internationally, and has drawn large crowds to hear some of the most challenging and inspiring sounds imaginable. This year the 5th anniversary festival takes place at The Theatre Project from September 4th-7th, with twenty sets of live music, as well as gallery “sound installations”, workshops, and surprise street performances around the city during the day. 

The music in High Zero is extremely varied but all of it is far off the beaten track of what most people have ever heard—so first time listeners should expect to be deeply surprised. The festival has an unusual structure that consists of entirely new collaborations between a group of the most interesting sound artists, experimental, and free jazz musicians from Baltimore, North America and Europe, with roughly 30 different players each year. The players are focused on so-called “free improvisation” (music made in the moment without a score), sonic experimentation (including inventing new instruments and developing unusual ways of playing conventional instruments), and new approaches to structure (for instance, severe minimalism, game-like playing, or music that incorporates elements from other cultures.) Some of the musicians are classically trained, others come from a jazz tradition, while others are simply “mad scientists.” The resulting music may occasionally sound like great “free jazz” or strange electronic music, but the majority of it is so highly singular that it corresponds to nothing that has been heard before.  

Since it began in 1999, the festival has been extremely successful, drawing over 800 audience members for each of the last two years and creating considerable visibility for this highly challenging and inspiring type of music. The festival is a direct outgrowth of an unusually vital and growing experimentally cultural scene in Baltimore dedicated to cutting-edge music, supported throughout the year by many active music venues including The Red Room, The Talking Head, The 14 Karat Cabaret, Chela Gallery, and Tarantula Hill. The result of all this activity is that Baltimore has been nationally recognized as an extremely vital center for avant-garde music, on par with San Francisco, Chicago, and New York in that regard. 

This year the High Zero festival expands to celebrate the 5th year of audacious musical experiments with four new gallery “sound installation” environments and an increasing number and range of new collaborations, workshops, and street performances, as it continues to put Baltimore on the map as a place where highly unusual, risk-taking culture happens.

For more information contact:
High Zero Foundation, Inc. 

John Berndt <johnb@berndtgroup.net>
443 414 5414
High Zero 2003 Fact Sheet

When: 

September 4-7th, 2003

Where: 
The Theatre Project 


45 West Preston Street



Baltimore, MD. 21201

What:

International festival of experimental, improvised music



Includes 20 sets of live music at The Theatre Project over four days



Plus Free Workshops, Sound Installations, and Street Performances


(details to be announced)

Showtimes: 
Thursday-Sunday 8:30-midnight



Saturday extra matinee show, 1-4PM

Admission:
Individual concert: $12



Festival pass: $45


The Musicians: 

Baltimore/Washington Area Musicians:

John Berndt - reeds, electronics, strings, drums 
Dan Breen - strings, electronics, drums
Audrey Chen - cello, voice 
Vattel Cherry – acoustic bass
John Eaton - alto saxophone, voice 
Neil Feather - invented instruments
Michael Gayle – piano
Lafayette Gilchrist - piano
Chiara Giovando - violin, voice, electronics
Andy Hayleck - strings, gong, electronics

Twig Harper – electronics
Wes Matheau – percussion
Paul Neidhardt – percussion
Catherine Pancake - percussion, inventions

Chris Pumpfrey - electric piano, saxophone

Outside Baltimore:

Paolo Angeli (Sardinia) - invented instruments
Ron Anderson (NYC) - guitar, electronics
Ricardo Arias (NYC) - balloons, flute
Steve Boyle (Pittsburgh) - percussion 
Edgar Um Bucholtz (Pittsburgh) - trumpet, objects
Chris Cooper (Vermont) - guitar, electronics

Michel Doneda (France) - saxophones
Mike Evans (NYC) – percussion, electronics

Gianni Gebbia (Italy) – saxophones
Katt Hernandez (Boston) - violin

Micheal Johnsen (Pittsburgh) - electronics, saw, reeds

Vic Rawlings (Boston) - cello, electronics

Jack Wright (Boulder) - reeds, piano

Micheal Zerang (Chicago) - percussion 

For more Information:  Contact John Berndt johnb@berndtgroup.net or 443 414 5414



